
 

 

 

 

Allotment Rules & Guidance 

 

 

 

 

Use 

Allotment Gardens must by definition be wholly or at least mainly cultivated for the production of 

vegetables, fruit and or flower crops.  Tenants are not permitted to underlet, assign or part with the 

Allotment Garden or any part of it:  the granting of any lease or sub-lease is at the complete discretion 

of the Council.  Tenants must not stay overnight on the allotment site. 

Tenants must notify the Council immediately of any changes of residential address.  If the Tenant 

becomes resident more than 1 mile outside the boundary of the Town, the tenancy agreement will 

need to be terminated. 

Cultivation 

The cultivated area means the area which is cultivated for and subsequently planted with crops, 

namely fruit and vegetables or flower production.  At any time the Tenant is required to have their 

plot in a cultivated state, to regularly dig or mulch, prune and weed not less than 75% of this total 

area.  Compost bins, glass houses, cloches, water butts, poly tunnels and fruit cages are also included 

within the cultivated area, as are ornamental flowers (although no more than 25% of the plot may be 

devoted to growing flowers).  Green manures may also be included within the cultivated area. 

A maximum of 25% of the allotment area is allowed for grass paths, shed space and/or a seating area.  

Areas of lawn or meadow/wildflowers are not included within the cultivated area and must not exceed 

10% of the total plot. 

Plots must be cropped and harvested.  It is not sufficient to simply keep them clear of weeds or 

sheeted but to leave them unplanted.  Any such plots are considered uncultivated and in breach of 

tenancy. 

New Tenants have a 3 month grace period without inspection, after which they are expected to have 

at least 25% of their plot cultivated.  Plots should be 50% cultivated within 6 months, and 75% 

cultivated after 12 months.  If this is not achieved a tenancy may be terminated and the plot re-let.  

The only exception is for Tenants taking up their tenancy between December and February - this 

period will be discounted. 

Inspections typically take place every 4 to 6 weeks.  If any Tenant has not adhered to the rule, a first 

warning letter will be sent outlining the issue(s) and giving the Tenant 4 weeks to rectify it/them.  If no 

significant improvement has been made a Notice to Quit will be issued to the Tenant, giving them a 

further 4 weeks to rectify the issue(s) specified.  Then if no significant improvement is seen to have 

been taken place the Tenant will be sent a third and final letter informing them they have been 

evicted.  The Council has also the right to seek compensation for the clearing of any plot left in an 

untidy condition. 

The Council will take into account exceptional circumstance such as ill health and bereavement if 

cultivation targets are not met.  Tenants are advised to notify the Council as soon as these 

circumstances occur, so that the enforcement procedure is put on hold.  In such instances a co-worker 

may be nominated by the Tenant to cultivate the plot during this time, with prior written consent 

from the Council.   

The rules contained within this document apply to all allotments controlled and 
maintained by Cirencester Town Council, and are made pursuant to Allotment Act 
1908 - 1950.  The rules form part of your Tenancy Agreement, and failure to adhere 
to them may lead to eviction. 



The co-worker will not however be entitled to take on the tenancy of the said Allotment Garden 

should the original Tenant surrender it, unless their name is at the top of the waiting list. 

In instances where a Tenant is struggling to maintain a plot for valid reasons, termination of the 

tenancy may also be avoided if the Tenant gives up part of their plot.  Prior written consent from the 

Council is required for anyone wishing to split their Allotment plot in this way. 

If a Tenant grows more produce on their plot than they or their family can consume, they may sell 

excess produce off-site. 

Rotavators should not be used on plots which have perennial weeds such as bindweed. Couch grass, 

dandelion, creeping buttercup, etc, as the rotation process aggravates weed infestation. 

Further guidance on cultivation is available from the Council or your allotment association. 

Nuisance 

Tenants, and their visitors, must not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the neighbouring plot 

holders: and must be respectful of the people's race, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation or 

religion. 

Tenants and their visitors must not encroach/enter onto other plots or remove produce or any other 

items from another plot without the express permission of the allotment holder.  Visitors are the 

responsibility of the Tenants, and the Tenant is obliged to explain the allotment rules. 

Families are encouraged to take up allotment gardening.  However, children must be supervised at all 

times and must not trespass onto other Tenants' plots or paths.  This is for their protection too - 

children may be at risk from sharp-edged items, glass cloches etc. 

Dogs must be kept on leads and kept off other Tenants' plots.  Any excrement must be cleared 

immediately by the dog owner. 

Bonfires are discouraged.  In particular they must not cause a nuisance through smoke or be left alight 

unattended.  Ideally, bonfires should be restricted to the winter months (October - February).  And it is 

better to compost as much as you can in general.  If you are planning a bonfire, ask your neighbours 

whether they want to share your bonfire, to reduce the number of bonfires on site. 

Pathways and common areas must be kept clear from obstructions such as wheelbarrows and waste.  

The Council reserve the right to remove any items which it deems to be a nuisance. 

The Council also reserves the right to freely enter any tenant's plot. 

No soil, mineral, gravel, sand, clay or turf may be removed from the site and no non-compostable 

materials (e.g. tyres, rubber-backed carpets, underlay, corrugated iron sheets, asbestos) may be 

brought onto the site. 

The Allotment Garden must be kept clear of weeds that may cause a nuisance to adjoining Tenants. 

The planting of invasive species such as Bamboo, Japenese Knotweed, Willow, Himalayan Balsam and 

Giant Hogweed is forbidden, and if seen should be reported to the Council immediately.  Tenants 

should not attempt to remove such species themselves. 

Plot Identification 

Tenants are responsible for ensuring that the number of their Allotment Garden plot remains clearly 

displayed, adjacent to the nearest main path. This will be checked by the Council as part of 

inspections, action will be taken where plots are not clearly identified. 

The sign bearing your plot number should be affixed to a peg inserted in the ground at the front of 

your plot, please ensure that it is not obscured by plants. 

 

 



Hedges & Boundaries 

Hedges forming part of the boundary to an Allotment Garden must be kept properly trimmed to a 

height not exceeding 2metres, and they must not be allowed to encroach on any neighbouring plots. 

Paths between allotments must be at least 60cm (but no more than 1m) wide. 

Adjacent Tenants are responsible for keeping the nearest half of their path in good order, although in 

practice Tenants often make alternate arrangements with their neighbours which is acceptable. 

Well-kept paths are an aid to allotment cultivation.  Uncut paths create a nuisance, allowing weeds to 

encroach onto growing space and are possibly a hazard to safe movement. 

The Council cuts the main, arterial paths. 

Buildings and Structures 

Sheds, greenhouses and poly-tunnels can only be erected after written permission has been given by 

the Council. 

The maximum allowable size of a shed or greenhouse is 8ft x 4ft.  Sheds must be of wooden 

construction, stained dark brown or dark green, ideally with a pent roof.  Greenhouses must be made 

of plastic or toughened glass. 

Any building or structure must be placed no less than one metre from any perimeter hedges or fences. 

Sheds can be attractive to vandals.  Advice from the police is not to keep valuable equipment, and not 

to lock the door as this suggests that the contents are worth stealing. 

Any structures must be properly maintained, in a good state of repair, and be fit for purpose.  The 

Council has the right to demand any unfit structure to be removed by the tenant. 

Consultation with any other tenants who may be affected prior to construction is essential. 

Health and Safety and Security 

Tenants must ensure that all potentially hazardous items are removed from their allotment garden. 

Tenants must not use or store any rat poison anywhere on their allotment garden or the allotment 

site.  Tenants must notify the Council upon discovery of a rodent or other pest infestation on their 

plot, to arrange suitable methods of control.  This will be at the cost of the plot holder. 

Barbed wire and razor wire are not permitted.  Any broken glass must be removed from the site 

immediately.  Potential risks to the safety of children must be considered at all times. 

Tenants are responsible for locking the site gate upon entry and exit.  Allotment gates should be kept 

locked to deter trespassers and thieves.  Closed gates also stop dogs getting onto the site and 

damaging plots.  Tenants should always lock the gate on leaving the site, rather than assume that 

another tenant will lock it as they might make the same assumption and leave the gate unlocked. 

Site keys must not be copied without permission from the Council.  Loss of a site key must be reported 

to the Council.  Replacement keys can be obtained upon payment of a fee.  All site keys must be 

returned on termination of tenancy. 

The allotment site should only be accessed by the designated entrance(s).  Tenants must not make any 

other means of entrance or exit.  Any breach of perimeter hedges or fences must be reported to the 

Council. 

The Council is not liable for any loss or damage to the tenant's property, tools or crops; or for any 

injury or harm caused to the tenants, or their visitors, on their own plot.  Public liability insurance may 

be advisable.  Membership of Allotments Association includes public liability insurance. 

The Council is responsible for health and safety on the boundaries and communal areas of allotment 

sites. 

 



Fruit Trees & Shrubs 

Tenants must not plant fruit trees without prior written consent from the Council.  If written consent is 

given, trees must be planted away from the paths on a dwarf root stock and must not be allowed to 

grow over 2.5m tall.  Tenants must ensure that they do not plant fruit trees in a position which will 

cast a shadow over neighbouring plots. 

Shrubs must not exceed 0.75 metres in height or encroach on to neighbouring plots or paths. 

Ponds 

Tenants must not create a pond on the Allotment Garden without the prior written consent of the 

Council. 

Ponds must be temporary and must not be formed using concrete or other hard landscaping material. 

Ponds must be situated at least two metres from any communal path, and should not exceed the 

maximum surface area of 1.5 square metres.   Ponds must be no deeper than 50 cm. 

The pond area will be included as part of the non-cultivated area. 

Ponds must have shallow sloping sides and tenants must ensure that the edges of the pond remain 

clearly visible.  Ponds must not be allowed to stagnate. 

A secure fence or barrier is recommended. 

It is the tenant's responsibility to carry out a risk assessment to avoid any risk to other site users. 

 

Refuse 

Allotment gardens must be kept in an orderly and tidy condition, and kept free from rubbish. 

Removal of refuse is the responsibility of the tenant. 

Livestock, Poultry, Rabbits and Bees 

25% of the Tenants Allotment Garden may be used for keeping hens (not cockerels), bees or rabbits 

providing that 75% of it is cultivated (see 'Cultivation'). 

The council must be satisfied that the keeping of such will not be prejudicial to the health of, or a 

nuisance to, neighbouring tenants. 

Hen houses or coops: Appropriate arrangements must be made for the storage of feed and for the 

welfare of the poultry.  RSPCA guidelines on the welfare of poultry on allotments must be consulted 

before tenants apply to the Council. 

Bees: Tenants should register with a local bee-keeping association prior to applying to the Council. 

Fertilisers and Pesticides 

Control of Pesticides Regulations (amended) 1997 places responsibility on anyone who uses pesticides 

to ensure all reasonable precautions to protect the health of humans, creatures and plants, safeguard 

the environment, and avoid the pollution of water. 

The Council recommends that tenants cultivate their allotment garden with regard for wildlife.  Weed 

control using mulch and removal by hand is preferred.  The Council also endorses the use of organic 

compost where possible, and discounted compost bins are available from the Council. 

The use of a foliar Glyphosate based herbicide such as Round-Up should be restricted to one-off use in 

cases of severe infestation by deep-rooted perennial weeds such as bindweed and couch grass.  It 

should only be used on a non-windy day to avoid drift onto neighbouring plots.  Thereafter, weeds 

should be removed by hand, or by deep digging, or blacking out the area to daylight by the use of 

porous weed suppressant material such as Mypex, or by over-lapping sheets of cardboard.  The use of 

hessian-backed wool carpet is also permitted, but carpet with rubber backing or which would not rot 

down, such as nylon is prohibited.  A maximum of 6 months is permitted for black-out methods to 

work; the area should then be put into cultivation. 



Tenants have a duty of care to store, use and dispose of any pesticides, fertilisers, weed killers and 

fungicides properly and in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions,  If in doubt, please contact 

the Council for advice on how best to dispose of them safely.  All such materials must be locked away 

securely and out of the reach of children. 

The use of pesticides originating from outside the UK is not permitted. 

Hosepipes and Water Wastage 

The use of hosepipes and sprinklers to water crops is not permitted.  This includes siphoning water 

from troughs.  This is due to water regulations, and to conserve water.  Tenants who fail to comply 

are liable to receive a Notice to Quit. 

You should water crops via cans or other suitable containers or systems specific to your plot. 

Troughs: Tenants are asked to refrain from washing tools and produce in the troughs as this results in 

a build-up of silt and potentially transfers weed seeds and chemical substances (if not gardening 

organically) onto other plots.  To wash tools or produce, please fill a bucket from the trough and 

empty it on your own plot. 

Water harvesting: Tenants are encouraged to harvest water on their plots.  This can be relatively 

straightforward if you have a shed, but can also be achieved with other more simple constructions. 

The water supply, if available, is normally turned off between November- March, in order to avoid 

burst pipes or avoidable wastage. 
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