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About Town
Official Newsletter of Cirencester Town Council
Winter 2017/18

Welcome to Cirencester Town Council’s latest edition of About Town. 
This edition includes updates on the Town Centre Regeneration Scheme, 
Christmas markets and youth activities. 
Further information about services and projects is also available on our 
website www.cirencester.gov.uk 
We welcome any comments you may have, or if you have anything you 
would like us to include in future editions, please let us know.
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An integral part of the Local Information Centre, at 1 
Dyer Street, is a small retail outlet selling goods 
specially selected for their strong local connection. 
Locally produced honey, jam and pickles have proved 
popular with customers, but with Christmas almost 
upon us it’s time to think about finding that distinctive 
present, such as a bracelet or unique tree decorations. 
From pens to greetings cards and fridge magnets; 
there are maps for walkers and motorists, and the 
very popular calendar produced by the Twinning 
Association which features stunning images of 
Cirencester. For the more historically minded, 
‘Cirencester From Old Photographs’ by David and Linda Viner, and Peter 
Grace’s ‘Cirencester At War’ are a fascinating reminder of a bygone era. 
Whatever you are seeking, you may well find it here.
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These are exciting and challenging times for Cirencester. The Town Council must 
promote change at the same time as protect the environment and values that drew 
people to the town in the first place. So we accept the need for more housing, 
underpinned by job opportunities but we must protect valued green spaces around 
the town. The scale of the proposed Chesterton South development understandably 
raises concerns about the town’s capacity to absorb that growth, even over the next 
decade or so. It’s as if we were to add a town the size of Tetbury to our outskirts. 
Challenging some of the assumptions behind the application and behind the Local 
Plan, which Cotswold District Council are now defending to the Government 
Inspector, has preoccupied me in recent weeks.
The controversial Market Place changes have dramatically reduced vehicle traffic, 
together with speeds and pollution, in the centre of town, and have already allowed 
the historic markets to recover their vitality. Without these changes housing and job 
growth, plus more vans and cars, would have throttled the life out of the town centre.
Following on, we need a plan for cyclists so that schoolchildren can cross town safely 
and reasonably directly and we would also like businesses to support a campaign to 
brighten up the Market Place with more hanging flower baskets.
It’s been a good year for Cirencester, despite the on-going challenges.
Abbey 900 has caught the imagination of so many people and reminded them of a 
partly-forgotten period of our history, while nobody who was there will forget the 
2017 Phoenix Festival. In years to come, when people think about past Bank Holidays, 
they will remember this as one glorious, perfect weekend.

Councillor Nigel Robbins, Mayor of Cirencester      

A message from
the Mayor of
Cirencester

Councillor Nigel Robbins

Christmas gifts with a local flavour

Town Council Local 
Information Centre
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Cirencester Town Council is 
proud to host some great 
festive events for 2017 which 
showcase our beautiful town 
with its unique and enticing 
shopping experience. 
Enjoy traditional Christmas 
events and explore our taste-
fully restored courtyards and 
shopping mews, a truly unique 
retail and dining experience. 
The markets are set to the backdrop of the Christmas tree and 
lights, live entertainment and some fantastic street food. This 
year’s Christmas events will be extra special as the markets will 
trade in the newly regenerated home, the Market Place and West 
Market Place. After extensive alterations, the Market Place now 
boasts a large pedestrianised area finished in beautiful York stone.
Cirencester Town Council is also pleased to announce it is working 
in partnership with Cotswold Markets Ltd, who will be providing 
traditional style market stalls this year.

Cirencester Town Council presents the 2017 
Christmas Markets in the new Market Place!

Advent Festival & Market 
Christmas in Cirencester celebrations 
are always kick started with the annual 
Cirencester Sparkles Advent Festival & 
Market which will take place this year 
on Saturday 2 December. We will also 
be hosting a special Cirencester 
Sparkles Christmas Weekend Market
on Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 
December.  
The Cirencester Sparkles Advent Market 
will this year be taking place alongside 
the monthly Cirencester Arts and Crafts 
Market. The markets will be held in and 
around the Market Place. 
Cirencester Christmas Markets are 
always very popular and ensure a high 
quality, eclectic mix of homewares, 
produce, craft and clothing. It’s the 
perfect place to find something special 
for someone special this Christmas.
Established in 1998, the Advent Festival 
and celebrity light switch on has a long 
well-known history, attracting inter-
national media attention and visitors 
from around the world.  A celebrity is 
asked to switch on the lights; 
previous local celebrities have included 
Ben Miller, Elizabeth Hurley, Melinda 
Messenger and Laurence Llewelyn 
Bowen. It’s a great fun filled event and 
a highlight in Cirencester’s annual event 
calendar.
Organised by Cirencester Town Council, 
the vision behind the festival is to 
promote Cirencester as a destination 
for shopping and dining; bringing the 
community together in celebration and 

raising valuable funds for the beautiful 
Christmas lights and tree, look out for 
our collection buckets during the event!
Highlights this year include a headline 
stage with live music and entertain-
ment; a special Advent Gift Market, 
Arts & Crafts Market, local food, drink 
and fair rides make Christmas 
shopping in Cirencester great fun.  
It all reaches a climax at 7pm when 
the celebrity flicks the switch 
and on come our Christmas lights 
accompanied by fireworks from the 
sensational Cotswold Fireworks.  
More information about Christmas
in Cirencester can be found at 
www.cirencester.gov.uk.
There will also be an Arts & Crafts 
Market on Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 
December, and a week long Christmas 
Gift Market in the Market Place which 
will be organised by Cotswold Markets 
on Monday 11 to Friday 15 December.

Saturday 2 December  Advent Festival & Arts & Crafts Markets 
 (11am to 7pm)

Sunday 3 December Cirencester Arts & Crafts Market 
 (10am to 5pm)

Monday 11 to Friday  Cotswold Markets Christmas Gift Market
15 December  (9am to 4pm)

Saturday 16 &  Cirencester Christmas Markets
Sunday 17 December (10am to 5pm)

Saturday 9 &  Christmas Farmers’ Markets 
23 December (8.30am to 2.30pm)

The Market Place: a perfect setting for the festive season.
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The Ozone Hub was officially launched 
during the summer holidays and was 
open most days, for at least half a day, 
throughout August. The Hub proved 
to be a great success; as well as 
providing the opportunity to buy snacks, 
drinks and ice creams; it provided the 
Town Council with an excellent chance 
to engage with young people, getting 
their input into the future of youth 
services in the town and how we could 
improve current provision. We were also 
able to tackle some issues that were 
raised quickly and effectively regarding 
users of the park. 
Feedback from parents, users of the 
parks and out of town visitors has been 
fantastic and to ensure our work over 
the school holidays is maintained, the 
Hub will continue to be open at least 
once a week in term time.  It is planned 
that the Hub will be open on Thursday 
evenings between 5pm and 8pm, the 
busiest time of the week, coinciding 
with the Thursday Evening Club.  

It is also hoped that the Hub will 
continue to be open during school 
holidays. The opening times are subject 
to change due to the weather, as the 
park is not used when it is raining. In 
order to make this happen, we continue 
to look for both adult and young 
volunteers in return for work experience 
and accredited training.  If you are 
interested in volunteering please 
contact info@cirencester.gov.uk for 
further information.
Children’s Play Sessions at Chesterton
The Town Council continues to provide 
after school sessions in the Chesterton 
area, which are run by Play Gloucester-
shire on Mondays during term time. 
In previous years, in addition to the 
after school sessions, free all day play 
sessions have been held in Chesterton 
during the school holidays.  This year, 
we were able to host additional sessions 
with Play Gloucestershire and World 
Jungle.  These sessions, funded by grant 
funding from Gloucestershire 
County Council, were held at a number 
of venues across the town, including 
City Bank, Baunton Lane, Kingshill 
Meadow Country Park and Kingshill 
Skate Park as well as Chesterton. 

Activities around the town for
children and young people

Above: We were delighted to 
host a number of events at the 
Skate Park over the summer, 
including our second ‘Scooter 
Jam’ event on 4th August which 
was hosted with ATB Skate shop 
from Swindon; attendance was 
good. This event was funded with 
the help of grant funding and 
included the purchase of prizes.  
The eleventh and ever popular 
‘Scratch and Skate’ event was 
held on 20th August.  

Play events were 
held during the 
summer at sites 
across the town. 
Above: cooking at 
Kingshill Meadow 
Country Park.
Right: family fun 
at City Bank.
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Where do the buses now stop and start 
from?
Buses which previously dropped off /
picked up passengers in front of the 
Parish Church now stop and pick up 
passengers outside Bingham House and 
at the public transport hub in South Way. 
Buses which used to pick up passengers 
from outside the Corn Hall now pick up at 
South Way. The Town Council has been 
able to provide improved seating and 
information facilities at South Way, with 
new bus shelters recently being installed.

Where can I find a taxi?
There is a regulated taxi rank in the 
Market Place close to the King’s Head 
Hotel. There are also taxi spaces in the 
Waterloo, near the Woolmarket, and near 
the Forum Car Park in South Way. We 
understand that taxi drivers have 
concerns relating to the number of 
spaces provided and discussions continue 
between the taxi trade, Cotswold District 
Council, the Town Council and Glouces-
tershire County Council.

How much did the scheme cost?
The original contract price was 
£1,417,821; £1.4 million was paid for by 
way of a public works loan, the remainder 
being funded from the Town Council’s 
reserves. Additional works commissioned 
by the Town Council totalled £82,451 and 
were funded with third party funds e.g. 
S106 developer contributions. (Accounts 
detailed on page 12.)

What happens now that the main 
contractor has gone into 
administration?
The Town Council retained a fund of 
£6,869 which will be used to cover any 
works / maintenance that would have 
been the responsibility of Milbrooke; at 
the end of the defects liability period any 
unspent funds from this amount will be 
payable to the appointed administrator.
  
How is the new space in front of the 
Parish Church going to be used?
The vastness is intentional to enjoy the 
Parish Church and its surroundings in a 
peaceful setting but equally the intention 
was for the new space to be used for 
and by the community.  This is now the 
home of the outdoor markets and such is 
the popularity that we have been able to 
reintroduce the Monday Charter Market 
and have a variety of Saturday markets 
which have complemented the Farmers’ 
Market offer. In this space there has also 
been a pop up micro-pub with live music 
and local food, as well as the Fleece Fayre 
and the Mop Fairs. 

I have a blue badge, but where can I 
now park?
In addition to the dedicated spaces in the 
off-street car parks, blue badge holders 
can park in the designated pay and 
display bays in the Market Place and 
along Castle Street, free of charge for up 
to three hours. (See plan on page 11.)
The intention was that there would be no 
restrictions on blue badge parking in the 
town centre; the Town Council was 
concerned to learn that within the 
restricted parking zone blue badge 
holders could only park in designated 
pay and display bays. The Town Council 
has raised this as an urgent issue with 
Gloucestershire County Council and is 
making representation to have designat-
ed disabled bays in the Market Place. 

What is the Town Council doing for 
blue badge holders?
In addition to making representation to 
Gloucestershire County Council on behalf 
of blue badge holders for more on-
street provision, the Town Council wants 
Cirencester to be a welcoming place for 

everyone. Mobility access is high on the 
Town Council’s agenda and we’ll be 
preparing a ‘Welcome to Cirencester’ 
information card specifically for the 
elderly and blue badge holders to assist 
with getting around the town to enjoy all 
that Cirencester has to offer.   

Who is responsible for maintaining 
the new Market Place?
Cirencester Town Council will be 
responsible for maintaining the new 
paving over the next twelve months; the 
public highway i.e. pedestrian paving and 
road way will then revert back to 
Gloucestershire County Council. The area 
in front of the Parish Church has been 
‘stopped up’ and is no longer public 
highway and will remain within the remit 
of the Town Council to maintain. There is 
an agreement with Gloucestershire 
County Council that in the future 
enhanced materials will not be replaced 
with tarmac, the Town Council contribut-
ing financially to the difference between 
tarmac and the enhanced material.

What happens when the new paving 
needs digging up for utilities repairs?
This will inevitably happen and has 
happened in certain locations; we have 
been concerned about the way in which 
the paving has been re-layed and have 
raised these concerns with the highway 
authority as the paving should be 
replaced on a like-for-like basis.

Cirencester Town Centre Q&A
The Town Council has been listening to the public’s concerns 

raised by the Market Place regeneration. Here are some 
answers to your frequently asked questions. 
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Cirencester Town Centre. 
Alternative routes and disabled parking information.

What is happening about Cricklade 
Street?
Discussions have been held with 
Gloucestershire County Council and 
a proposal is expected shortly.  The 
issue relating to vehicular access in a 
predominantly pedestrian retail 
shopping area has been raised within 
the independent Road Safety Audit 
and therefore consideration will also 
be given to any remedial action such 
as improved signage.

What has the Town Council done 
about all the concerns being raised?
The Town Council has listened to 
concerns and in respect of the kerb 
heights/tripping did ask for this matter 
to be considered as part of the 
independent road safety audit (RSA). 
Whilst the RSA identified no safety 
issues with the kerb height, the Town 
Council will ask for the issue of access 
to be considered as part of the 
independent mobility audit. Since April 
2017, the Town Council has received 7 
reports of people tripping over.

What was the point of changing 
Castle Street, why can’t it return to 
two-way flow?
One of the primary aims of the scheme 
was to reduce and deter unnecessary 
traffic from using the Market Place 
as a through route and to encourage 

greater use of the bypass / ring road, as 
originally intended, to get to outlying 
shopping areas and destinations.

Are there any other enhancements 
planned?
Now that the major work is complete 
we are looking to improve facilities 
including seating, signage, greenery, 
cycling and a new phone box. We are 
also looking to source a traditional red 
phone box for the West Market Place, 
which we hope can house a defibrillator 
and community library / information 
point. 

Will the Town Council be reviewing 
the impact of the changes?

As part of the planning permission, 
the removal of the traffic light controls 
forms part of a planning condition and 
pilot period of approximately 12-18 
months. In addition, the Town Council 
will be formally seeking the views of 
the public, residents, businesses and 
visitors. This will be carried out once a 
full seasonal cycle is complete, i.e. 
going through a spring, summer,
autumn and winter season. This 
consultation will therefore take place 
in the spring of 2018. However, this 
doesn’t mean that you can’t contact 
the Town Council with your views and 
thoughts beforehand.
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Cirencester’s parks are better than ever!
The summer has certainly been busy 
across the parks and green spaces of 
Cirencester.  
Our parks have hosted a bigger than 
ever range of community events 
including the ever popular Love Parks 
programme, the Love Parks Dog Show, 
Community Group Fetes, Picnics and 
Fun Days, Abbey 900 re-enactment 
events, the Phoenix Festival and an 
open air cinema. 
Many thanks to all the friends and 
partners who enable us to put on these 
activities, and thank you to all of you 

who support these events. 
The Abbey Grounds has seen the new 
path completed along the north side 
of the lake, connecting the playground 
to the bridge at Corinium Gate. This 
now means that there is a circular path 
around the grounds for pedestrians and 
cyclists to enjoy. A sandpit has also been 
installed in the play ground following 
consultation with families and nursery 
providers who identified the need for 
more ‘toddler’ play. 
The coming year will see plans prepared 
to upgrade the park for the 21st Century.

Pond dipping in the Abbey Grounds: one of the fun activities in Love Parks week.  

cirencester town council annual accounts for 2016-17

31/03/16       31/03/17

     £                  £
316,280  Balances brought forward   752,679
747,048  Annual Precept    832,018
1,033,308  Receipts     1,075,554
(505,031)  Operational Costs    (554,206)
(838,926)  Other Costs    (1,993,394) 
752,679  Balances and Reserves   112,651
757,495  Total Cash and Short-Term Investments  164,551
170,000  Long-Term Investments   170,000

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2017
               £
Fixed Assets    3,315,041

Current Assets     
Debtors and Prepayments    91,851 
lnvestments    170,000 
Cash at bank and in hand   164,551 
     426,402

Current Liabilities
Current Portion of Long Term Borrowings   (68,815)
Creditors and income in advance   (107,289)

Net Current Assets    250,298 

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities  3,565,339 

Long Term Liabilities 
Long-Term Loan    (1,306,899)
Deferred Grants    (312,264)
Total Assets Less Liabilities   1,946,176 

Represented by:
Capital Financing Reserve   1,663,525
Earmarked Reserves    275,919
General Reserve    6,732
     1,946,176

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2017
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A new landscaping and planting 
scheme is underway at the 
Chesterton Obelisk, thanks to 
community volunteers and Friends 
group Aqiva, and this will evoke an 
historical setting for this enigmatic 
monument.
It has been a summer of splendid 
flowers. Thistle Park community 
garden and the wild flower bed at 
Four Acre Field, planted by children 
from Chesterton Primary School, 
have never looked so good.

St Michael’s Park
At St Michael’s Park, ‘The Cabin’ café 
has enjoyed a successful first year 
with real coffee and lovely ice cream. 
Through the winter months, the café 
will usually be open at the weekend. 
(Subject to the weather!)

Above: Going wild in the woods. As part 
of Love Parks week, children enjoyed 
fending for themselves in Querns Wood.
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Our Environmental Warden has 
become a familiar face across 
the green spaces of Cirencester. 
Whilst a softly softly approach 
has been taken to educate 
people about the consequences 
of dog fouling, dog control and 
littering, fines for offenders 
will start to be implemented 
from the autumn. If you want 
to report dog fouling, litter or 
fly-posting issues in the parks, 
or get involved in campaigns to 
keep your neighbourhood clean, 
do get in touch. 

Council Meetings (7pm)
Bingham House, 1 Dyer Street
23 January 2018
13 March 2018

Planning Committee Meetings (10am)
Bingham House, 1 Dyer Street
14 December 2017
18 January 2018
22 February 2018
29 March 2018

Farmers’ Markets (8.30am–2.30pm)
Market Place
10 and 24 December 2017
13 and 27 January 2018
10 and 24 February 2018
10 and 24 March 2018

Charter Market (9am to 3pm)
Market Place
Monday and Friday of every week

Advent Festival, Market & Christmas 
Lights Switch On (11am-7pm)
Market Place
2 December 2017 

Christmas Markets (10am-5pm)
Market Place
11 to 17 December 2017

Arts & Crafts Markets (9am-5pm)
Market Place
6 January 2018
3 February 2018
3 March 2018 

(Markets organised by Cotswold 
Markets Ltd in partnership with CTC)

Meet your new Environmental Warden

David Jatto, the Council’s 
Community and Environmental 

Enforcement Officer.

Volunteering is at the heart of 
what we do in Estate Services, 
recognising the mutual bene-
fits this brings. We run weekly 
drop-in mornings: 
Wednesday mornings in the 
Abbey Grounds and Friday 
mornings at St Michael’s Park. 
Everyone is welcome. These 
are relaxed sessions where you 
can share your skills or learn 
something new and meet local 
people. Just turn up between 
10am and noon!

COME AND VOLUNTEER!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



CONTACT US 

COUNCILLORS

ABBEY WARD 
Mark Harris 
T: 07889 746060 
E: mark.harris@cirencester.gov.uk 
Jonathan Wells 
T: 07470 047408 
E: jonathan.wells@cirencester.gov.uk 

BEECHES WARD 
Nigel Robbins (Mayor) 
T: 01285 641933 
E: nigel.robbins@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Stuart Tarr 
T: 07769 640770 
E: stuart.tarr@cirencester.gov.uk

CHESTERTON WARD 
Roland Hughes 
T: 07849 805142 
E: roland.hughes@cirencester.gov.uk
Deryck Nash 
T: 07939 276287 
E: deryck.nash@gmail.com

FOUR ACRES WARD 
Sabrina Poole
E: sabrina.poole@cirencester.gov.uk
Lee Searles 
T: 01285 652304 
E: lee_searles@sky.com

NEW MILLS WARD 
Claire Bloomer
T: 01285 670357
E: claire.bloomer@cirencester.gov.uk

ST. MICHAEL’S WARD 
Gary Selwyn 
T: 01285 640167 
E: gary.selwyn@cirencester.gov.uk
David Henson 
T: 07790 313249 
E: david.henson@cirencester.gov.uk 

STRATTON WARD 
Patrick Coleman (Deputy Mayor) 
T: 01285 644557 
E: patrick.coleman@cirencester.gov.uk 
Andrew Lichnowski 
T: 01285 651381 
E: andy.lichnowski@cirencester.gov.uk

WATERMOOR WARD 
Jenny Hincks 
T: 01285 654984 
E: jenny.hincks@cirencester.gov.uk
Shane Poole 
T: 01285 658705 
E: shane_poole@hotmail.com 

ADMINISTRATION 

Chief Executive Officer 
- Andrew Tubb 
Office Services Manager 
- Johan Newman 
Estate Services Manager 
- Martin Conyers 
Community Services Manager 
- Becky Coles 
Project & Management Support Officer 
- Brona Langton 
Markets & Events Officer 
- Suzie Lew 
Community & Environmental 
Enforcement Officer 
- David Jatto
Administrative Officer 
- Libby Hughes 
Local Information & Admin Officer
- Judy Mills 
Facilities & Events Administrator 
- Sarah Bartlett
Local Information & Admin Assistant 
- Andrew Bathe 
Youth Initiative Officer 
- Clare Hawke

[QR 
CODE]

Cirencester 
Town Council 

(FREEPOST: RTAL-
UUZG-TEBY) 

Bingham House 
1 Dyer Street 
Cirencester 
Gloucestershire 
GL7 2PP 
T: 01285 655646 
F: 01285 643843 
E: info@cirencester.
gov.uk 
W: www.cirencester.
gov.uk 

Police: 101(Non emergency) 

Floodline: 0345 988 1188 

Cotswold District Council: 
 01285 623000 
Out of hours emergency: 
 0151 343 2942 

Gloucestershire County Council: 
 01452 425000 
Out of hours emergency: 
 Social care: 01452 614194  
 Highways: 08000 514514 
 Children’s Helpdesk: 01452 426565

QR CODE 
IN HERE 
??

HAVE OUR LATEST NEWS
delivered to your inbox! 
Sign up via our website
www.cirencester.gov.uk

USEFUL 
NUMBERS


